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Damanek’s kinship with the
Unitopia/United Progressive

Fraternity/Southern Empire fam-

ily of progressive acts manifests

on this album both musically and
through a lineup joining players
from those incarnations with an
array of guest contributors - |8 mu-
sicians total. Leading the way on this
debut effort are multi-instrumentalist/
singer Guy Manning, keyboardist
Sean Timms, woodwinds player
Marek Amold and bassist Dan Mash,
comprising Damanek proper.

With music/lyrics written by
Manning channeled through Timms'
masterful production sense, the band
breathes unhurried spaciousness into
On Track with gorgeous melodic
themes and swirling inscrumental
crosscurrents folding ethnic and jazz
motifs into predominant symphonic
rock arrangements. Lyrical themes in-
clude notably evocative reflections on
global human conflict/political and re-
ligious hubris (“Oil Over Arabia.” “Big
Parade™), ecological concems (“Long
Time, Shadow Falls,” “The Cosmic
Score,” “Believer-Redeemer’) and
indigenous spirituality (“Nanabohzo
and the Rainbow™).

On omately crafted 13-min-
ute closing piece “Dark Sun,”
Damanek addresses the ominous
climate-change crisis with heactfelt
conviction while demonstrating that

somber topicalities need not be im-
parted with downbeat music. Rather,
the sensitively forthright tone of
Manning's delivery is poignantly
enhanced by a wistful melody that
weaves through changeups incorpo-
rating tastefully executed rock and
jazz passages. Moving, indeed.
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